VOTER GUIDE 2017

As the voice of business for the Grand Junction area, the Grand Junction
Chamber of Commerce has worked to represent business and promote
economic growth since 1884. The election will be held on Tuesday, April
4, 2017. Below please find the positions of the candidates and positions
of the Chamber.

CITY BALLOT MEASURES
BALLOT MEASURE 2A:
Will allow for an increase in sales tax by ¼ cent,
to generate revenues to fund the construction
and operation of a downtown event center, as
well as making improvements to the Two Rivers
Convention Center.
Chamber Position: Vote YES. The event
center will provide numerous economic
benefits for the City of Grand Junction,
including: increase in school funding, an
additional 200-400 jobs, 80,000 new
visitors, and around $300 million in new
spending.

BALLOT MEASURE 2B:

CITY OF GRAND JUNCTION
CITY COUNCIL CANDIDATES
1. If elected what are your top
priorities for the next four years?
2. Roads throughout the city of
Grand Junction have fallen deeply
into disrepair. What would you do
to avoid a similar situation in the
future?
3. How, in your opinion, should the
city fund major projects?

Will allow for the City to use the Riverside
Parkways TABOR excess to pay for City street
maintenance projects, without an increase in
taxes.

4. What is local governments role in
building a strong business
climate?

Chamber Position: Vote YES. The road ballot
question will benefit businesses, and
residents throughout the City by making the
roads safer, while enhancing the overall
appearance of Grand Junction without
raising taxes.

DISTRICT A
PHYLLIS NORRIS
1. My priority for the next
four years is to
continue working on
public safety; we have
made progress but still
have a lot to do to
keep citizens safe. Infrastructure; street
maintenance has fallen behind since
2008, we have continued to add funding
but have a long way to go. Economic
Development; the partners have provided

plans to help businesses grow and attract
new, we need to continue to fund their
efforts.
2. We need $4 million per year to maintain.
This must continue to be a priority for
city funding.
3. We need to continue to focus on the
priority projects that are needed and
budget to complete the urban view, but
County Commissioners do so much more.
4. Local government is responsible to keep
the public safe, maintain and expand our
road and utility system and work with the
Economic Partners to support their
mission for growing and recruiting
businesses.
The Chamber endorses Phyllis Norris.

JESSE DANIELS
1. Community,
Connectivity,
Prosperity
2. Allowing industries
such as cannabis
would greatly increase tax revenue to
infrastructure, police, & District 51
projects. Coupled with wise investments
in future street projects to decrease the
need for full rebuild of streets.
3. The city boundaries are quite large,
creating a fast track system for people
already receiving city water and sewer
services to be assimilated into the city
limits. Produces increased tax revenue
for the city, endowing voting privileges to
disenfranchised citizens, and providing a
greater sense of community in the
greater Grand Junction area by funding
large city projects.
4. GJEP, Downtown Development Authority

(DDA), The Business Incubator, and the
Visitor & Convention Bureau has made
huge strides in the past several years in
attracting new businesses, developing
healthy business practices for local
startups, creating uplift grants for
existing buildings, and attracting
events/conventions. I’d like to empower
them to make an even larger impact.

DISTRICT D
MARTIN CHAZEN
1. Top priorities are
Public Safety,
Infrastructure and
Economic Growth. I
believe government
must protect citizens with the best police
and fire service affordable. I support
high professional standards, appropriate
staffing and insuring first responders are
well equipped. A well-maintained system
of roads and essential utilities are
critical. I have been a tireless voice to
end the deferred maintenance, draining
of reserves and diversion of dollars to
less-important projects. A strong and well
diversified economy provides meaningful
jobs for our citizens and the funding for
public services. I support low taxes,
regulatory restraint and incentives that
grow business and create jobs.
2. My concerns about deferred street
maintenance are well documented,
frequently expressed and validated by
independent study. Currently, the City is
playing catch-up on years of deferred
maintenance. One option is Ballot Issue
2B, a plan to use Parkway debtretirement funds to fix our streets before
they get worse. A pay-as-you-go plan
requires much higher annual repair
budgets. Both are bitter options for

taxpayers who expect maintained streets
from their City. Whatever voters chose, I
will advocate that our streets are a high
priority, adequately funded and
maintained to a high standard -- even if
that means making hard budget choices.
3. My basic premise is that voters are not
unreasonable and willing to consider
compelling projects that have a specific
objective, period and cost. I strongly
support TABOR and promise to guard
against attempts to end-run TABOR with
financing arrangements designed to
sidestep voters. Major long-term capital
projects need long-term financing
solutions. It might be tempting to use
sales tax as the go-to solution, but
property, use or lodging tax may be a
better fit. Before asking voters to
increase taxes, the City has a duty to first
exhaust all internal funding sources. Tax
increases should be a last-resort
financing option.
4. Low taxes, regulatory restraint,
incentives, flexible zoning, infrastructure
maintenance and streamlined processes
all facilitate commerce. I strongly
advocate these policies. Limited, targeted
incentives are appropriate when used to
promote meaningful jobs and
development. A small investment here
can yield significant results. The City has
a major role in coordinating policy and
funding with our economic partners; the
Chamber, GJEP, CMU, Incubator and
others. We have a great story to tell! A
great lifestyle, trained workforce,
university, business-friendly policies,
incentives, recreation and amenities.
Help me spread the word that Grand
Junction is a great place to live, work and
play!
The Chamber Endorses Martin Chazen.

DUKE WORTMANN
1. Following the Economic
Development Plan
adopted by the current
city council in May of
2014 is really vital to
moving Grand Junction
forward towards our stated goal to
“become the most livable community
west of the Rockies by 2025”. My goal
over the next four years would be to work
with fellow council members and city staff
to advance the goals in that plan. We
don’t need a new road map, what we
need is a council that can cooperatively
follow a map. One thing I will stress is
that the city must support our
communities’ strongest job generators.
We need to assist with funding for
organizations like GJEP, the Business
Incubator, and Colorado Mesa University,
that bring dollars and jobs to our city. I
will also be a strong supporter of public
amenities- all those things that make a
community an inviting, safe, and vital
place. Certainly, public safety will be
highest on the list, but so will parks and
recreation spaces and art and cultural
spaces. We have too many projects in the
public amenity and community quality
category that we have left half-done. We
need to build on these strong starts.
2. As to the immediate situation, I certainly
support the ballot question to defer
retiring the Riverside Parkway bonds until
the original 2024 maturity date and using
the funds that this will make available as
a source of funds to catch-up on some of
the deferred maintenance that we had to
put off during recent lean years. I
suggest everyone read council member
McArthur’s recent commentary on this
issue in the 2/26 issue of the Daily
Sentinel for a clear picture of the benefits
of a yes vote. Over the long term, there
is no solution to “not having enough
money” if you don’t have jobs. Yes, it
depends on making good allocation
decisions on where to spend resources,
but if our community isn’t growing and
developing jobs and more jobs, some key
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public services will always get the short
end of the stick.
3. First, it is worth remembering here that
many of the best projects in our
community have been financed within the
levels of our current tax structure
because as a community we have been
very good at leveraging other
governmental dollars from the federal,
state, and county sources with private
grants and contributions. But if your
definition of “major” means a project so
large that additional tax revenue must be
used, then first you ask people if they
want the project. Is it seen as something
of sufficient benefit to all of us together
as a community that we would each be
willing to share in the financial cost? If
the answer is yes, then there are many
ways to arrange the financing. That
choice should always be aimed at making
the additional cost most manageable for
the most people.
4. Today in Grand Junction the roles of our
city in developing a climate that supports
businesses-small businesses, large
businesses, established businesses, new
entrepreneurial businesses-are to ensure
a safe community, to providing strong
infrastructure and access to the utilities
businesses require, and to provide a
quality of place that will hold and attract
job seekers. Those roles don’t change
much over time, we just need a different
level of commitment from leadership in
partnering, listening, cooperating, and
leading to make it happen.

DISTRICT E
DUNCAN
MCARTHUR
1. After the election, my
priorities will continue
to be supporting public
safety, infrastructure,
and economic
development. That is a large scale of
issues so I will try and narrow that down.
o

Public safety – we have a big
problem with the funding of the
911 call center. All the entities
involved have strapped budgets
but know we have an absolute
need to provide this service. The
county and the cities need to find a
permanent source of funding and
not try to pass the buck to
someone else. I believe we should
consider establishing a special
district with a designated tax to
fund the operation so that the 911
service would no longer be subject
to arguments between the various
entities over their ability to
contribute their fair share.

o

As far as infrastructure, I continue
to believe that the Grand Valley
would be best served by one entity
providing drainage services. I
started the fight over GVDD vs. 52-1 Drainage Authority and I would
strongly desire to bring that issue
to closure.

o

Economic development is also a
broad subject but the priority for
the City, in my view, is to make it
easier to do business in Grand
Junction and to facilitate the needs
of new or expanding businesses

without crossing the line between
incentives and subsidies.

2. I believe we have already put the solution
in place by establishing the amount
needed for ongoing maintenance as a line
item in the budget. The goal is catching
up which I believe Amendment 2B on the
April ballot will go a long way to
accomplishing.

3. The definition of “major projects” is the

question. The city should consider
providing projects that do not compete
with private markets but will incentivize
economic development.
4. As mentioned above, the primary role of
the city is to make doing business here
easier. We need to approve projects that
comply with our Comprehensive Plan,
even when there is opposition from local
land owners. If you have a plan, you
must stick to it. If we continue to deny
projects that meet all of the requirements
because of some opposition, we are
sending a message to the
business/development community that
we are closed for business. This has been
our reputation in the past and continues
to be the reputation of our neighbors.
The Chamber Endorses Duncan
McArthur.

AT LARGE 2-YEAR
RICK TAGGART
1. I want to continue my
focus on economic
development for
existing businesses,
relocating businesses
and entrepreneurial
ventures. To do this we have to find
sustainable funds to invest in the
activities of our economic partners.

Investing in our infrastructure is vital to
the growth of the community, this would
include roads, transportation multi-modal
trails and broadband. I will be pressing
for a more integrated approach to
prioritizing capital projects within the
community. At present the city, the
county and the school district all have
pressing capital projects. All of these
needs have tax implications and we place
citizens in a very difficult position which
could result in either/or decisions. We
have to come out of our silos and find a
better way to prioritize the projects and
then effectively communicate the short
and long–term benefits to our citizens. I
am committed to continually strive for
efficiency within our city government. The
needs of our citizens are growing while
our funds are limited. Can we deliver
services in a more effective way, are
there service sectors that we are in that
the private sector could do better? These
questions have to be top of mind
continually and we need to be committed
to continuous improvement.

2. Road upgrades and repair require a

consistent budgetary commitment. In the
years, immediately after the downturn of
the local economy the yearly investment
dropped to a dangerously low level. We
are now paying the price for this. I
sincerely hope that our citizens will
support the ballot issue to utilize the
reserve funds of the Riverside project to
bring our roads up to a more reasonable
condition. We cannot depend on this
approach, however in the future, we as
council members have to make certain
the budget each year for roads is
adequate so as not to have this
deterioration in the future.

3. How to fund major capital projects is a
very difficult question. The simple answer
is by way of cash. Unfortunately, after
years of a struggling local economy the
cash is not there in reserve. We can
ignore the quality of life needs of the

community and say no to the requests of
our citizens, but this is not the answer. I
have already stated that we have to find
a better way to prioritize projects. At the
same time, we as council members have
to be creative, we have to be continually
looking for grant money and potential
partnerships to lessen our risk. We should
do everything we can to avoid further
debt or increased taxes.
4. I believe we have multiple roles as
government in building a strong business
climate. First, we need to keep things
simple with as few regulations as
possible. We need to be customer service
oriented to help our businesses when
they are looking at further development.
We need to invest in quality
infrastructure. We need to support our
education partners for workforce
development. We need to adequately
fund economic development to enable our
business base to diversify and expand.
We need to keep taxes down.
The Chamber Endorses Rick Taggart.

LINCOLN PIERCE
1. I am retired from
District 51, as the Child
Nutrition and
Purchasing
Administrator.
My primary goal is to make
a difference, by thoughtful reflection on
issues and budgets, which will provide
positive direction for the future of our
city. The issues I see are road
maintenance, high speed broadband,
coordination and cooperation between
governmental entities (city, county,
schools, airport, etc.), creating a
recreation center that serves all our
residents and promoting an environment
that brings jobs, services and increased
revenue to our area. Grand Junction is
such a great place to live and work. We
must continue to promote ourselves and
the area.

2. We need to prioritize certain services
regardless of the fiscal situation. Roads
need continual maintenance and
therefore a predictable source of income.
We need to find a revenue source that is
based on usage and is predictable. Our
current downturn in sales tax revenue
has created part of this fiscal problem.
We, as city government, residents and
businesses must find a way to offset this
and promote our local businesses vs.
online sales.
3. Funding major projects is difficult when
revenues are flat and there are services
we must provide. I would not propose a
solution until I become more familiar with
all options. Obviously, our current council
feels a sales tax increase is the way. Our
residents will either show support or not
on April 4th. We need to create
partnerships with the county and school
district to coordinate our requests for
funding rather than disrupt.
4. Our responsibility as a city government is
to promote an environment in which
businesses see our city/area as a prime
place to invest in and bring jobs. We need
more than just energy jobs, that come
and go. We need manufacturing, retail,
art shops and hospitality jobs. Our
location, climate, low property taxes, and
accessibility to outdoor recreational
opportunities make us an incredible place
to live and work. We, as a city and the
hub of our area, need to give incentives
for business to come and invest.

WHO WILL YOU VOTE FOR?
JOIN THE CHAMBER AS WE HOST THE
QUARTERLY MEMBERSHIP LUNCHEON
FEATURING 2017 CITY COUNCIL CANDIDATE FORUM
MONDAY, MARCH 20, 2017
12:00 NOON
MESA COUNTY WORKFORCE CENTER
512 29½ RD, GRAND JUNCTION, CO 81504
ALL CANDIDATES HAVE BEEN INVITED TO ATTEND, INTRODUCE THEIR RESPECTIVE
PLATFORMS, AND ANSWER YOUR QUESTIONS.
FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO REGISTER ONLINE, GO TO www.gjchamber.org.
THANK YOU TO QUARTERLY LUNCHEON SPONSORS:

Candidate Forum

The Chamber’s March 2017 Quarterly Luncheon, sponsored by Beckner & Hurd, LLC and Conquest
Developments on March 20th, at 12:00 PM at the Mesa County Workforce Center will focus on the
upcoming Grand Junction City election and feature the local candidates who are running for office.
Four of the seven seats on the Grand Junction City Council are up for grabs.
The Chamber will limit the forum to those candidates that have opponents.
Additionally, a brief overview of the ballot issues will be presented as time allows.

March 20, 2017, 12:00 Noon
Mesa County Workforce Center
512 29 1/2 Rd, Grand Junction, CO 81504

$18/person GJACC Members in Advance, $23/person General Admission

Quarterly Membership Luncheon/Candidate Forum - March 20, 2017
Company Name:
Attending (Names):
Contact Name:
Phone:
Method of Payment:

E-Mail:

Fax:
Bill My Chamber Account:

Charge my MC/VISA/Discover/AMEX

#

Check Enclosed
Exp. Date

Authorized Signature:
Four convenient ways to register: (Space is limited so register early)
Mail:
Phone:
Fax:
On-line:

GJ Area Chamber, 360 Grand Ave., GJ, CO 81501
(970) 242-3214
(970) 242-3694
www.gjchamber.org

*All events require pre-registration and pre-payment. Registration fees are non-refundable two business days prior to event.
Substitutions may be made at any time. If special assistance is needed, you must notify the Chamber four days prior to the event.*

