VOTER GUIDE 2020

As the voice of business for the Grand Junction area, the Grand Junction Chamber of
Commerce has worked to represent business and promote economic growth since 1884.
The election will be held on Tuesday, November 3rd, 2020.
Below please find the positions of the candidates and positions of the Chamber.

LOCAL AND STATEWIDE BALLOT MEASURES
CITY OF GRAND JUNCTION REFERRED
MEASURE 2A
This measure would allow the City of Grand Junction to
collect, retain, and spend all revenue received over the
TABOR revenue cap, in order to pay for police, fire, parks
and other government services.
Chamber Position: vote Yes. This measure does not
increase taxes and just provides the City with the
flexibility to fund services like police, fire and parks,
that may otherwise see cuts.

COLORADO RIVER WATER CONSERVANCY DISTRICT
INITIATIVE 7A
This measure would increase property taxes, within the
Colorado River District, in order to protect water security
and fund projects to improve water use and healthy
streams. If approved, the tax increase would amount to
approximately $1.90 for every $100,000 in residential
property value.
Chamber Position: vote YES. Due to closures of power
plants and oil and gas facilities, the Colorado River
Water Conservancy District has seen a decrease in
funding. If passed, this measure will provide the
District with the critical resources needed to fight to
keep water on the Western Slope, protect water
supplies for Wester Slope Farmers and Ranchers,
protect sustainable drinking water, and protect fish,
wildlife and recreation.

PROPOSITION 113
This measure would enter Colorado into the National
Popular Vote Interstate Compact (NPVIC). The interstate
compact would award member states’ presidential
elector votes to the candidate that wins the nationwide
popular vote. The NPVIC would go into effect if states
representing a minimum of 270 Electoral votes adopt the
legislation.
Chamber Position: Vote NO. The Electoral College
ensures that states with smaller populations have a
role in electing the President. Skirting the Electoral
College by tying Colorado’s electoral votes to the
National Popular Vote gives states like California,
Florida and New York, greater influence in the
election, ultimately minimizing the voice of
Coloradoans.

PROPOSITION 114
This measure would require the Colorado Parks and
Wildlife Commission to create a plan to introduce and
manage the gray wolves on public lands west of the
continental divide by the end of 2023.
Chamber Position: Vote NO. The introduction of gray
wolves will have severe consequences on the
agricultural industry, which contributes more than
$40 billion to the Colorado economy each year, and
provides more than 173,000 jobs.

PROPOSITION 117

commercial property valuations would freeze at the
current levels.

Proposition 117 would require statewide voter approval
of new state enterprises that have an actual or projected
revenue, from fees or surcharges, greater than $100
million within its first five years.
CHAMBER’S POSITION: VOTE YES. The legislature has been
using fees as a way to get around the Tax Payer Bill of
Rights (TABOR). Fees, like taxes, are paid by
individual Coloradoans and businesses, so voters
should have a say in their implementation.
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FEDERAL LEGISLATURE:
U.S. SENATE

Each candidate responded to the following questions.
Candidate responses are listed in this Voter Guide.

1. How will you, as a US Senator, work to
mitigate the economic fallout from the COVID19 pandemic in the state of Colorado?

PROPOSITION 118

2. How specifically do you see using your role as
an elected official to ensure a viable Western
Slope economy long term?

This initiative would establish a paid family and medical
leave program in Colorado, providing up to 12 weeks of
paid leave. The program will be funded through a payroll
tax, in a 50/50 split between employees and employers.

3. Over 70 % of Mesa County is public lands that
have a huge impact on our local economy.
How would you ensure that this resource
continues to provide economic benefits to our
region?

Chamber’s Position: vote NO. While the Chamber
supports paid family and medical leave, a state-run
and mandated, one-size-fits-all approach is not the
answer. Furthermore, this initiative is costly for both
employers and employees at a time when many are
just trying to stay afloat.

AMENDMENT B

This amendment will repeal the Gallagher Amendment
which sets residential and non-residential property tax
assessment rates in the state constitution, so
that residential property taxes equal 45% of the total
share of state property taxes and nonresidential property taxes equal 55% of the total share of
state property taxes. If Amendment B is passed, the
legislature would be prohibited from adjusting the
assessment rates, effectively freezing the current rates of
7.15% for residential property and 29% for nonresidential property.
Chamber’s Position: vote YES. Although Gallagher has
allowed for $35 billion in residential tax cuts, it has
continually placed more and more of the tax burden
on commercial properties. 2021 projections under
Gallagher predict that businesses will be on the hook
for five times the amount of the residential tax rate. If
Amendment B is passed, residential property and

4. What would you do to “reach across the aisle”
and help resolve the gridlock we see in
Congress?

CORY GARDNER (R)
1.

Well, there are three things that
I’ve focused on: making sure we
address the health pandemic
itself, making sure we provide
assistance to individuals, and
making sure that businesses are
able to snap back to their full
strength of the economy. I’ve
done that through introducing bills that would expand the
Paycheck Protection Program, allowing additional loans to be eligible through the PPP, through expanded
economic injury disaster loans, through my RESTART Act
and Rehire Plan that I have continued to help support
small businesses, including minority owned businesses
and unserved and underserved businesses like those in
rural communities. I will continue to support all of our
efforts to get our economy and businesses moving again
and our doors open.

2.

All of Colorado matters. As a rural Coloradan, I recognize
the incredible importance of Western Colorado. Eastern
and Western Colorado have a lot in common. So many of
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